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Representatives from the Eco School Council, along with some members of staff were
recently invited to visit the local Co-operative supermarket in order to build a ‘Bug Hotel’ on
the shop’s grounds. The hope is that building this type of home for bugs will encourage them
to return to the site and keep our ecosystem healthy. Bugs have their own special
requirements when they are looking for a home: somewhere nice and damp, lots of mess and
a little bit of mould for good measure! All the materials to build our ‘Hotel’ were provided
by the Co-op and we’d like to encourage you all to take a look when passing!
Honey & Joe

This term the school council chose to support
the charity Marie Curie, a hard working cancer
charity. In order to raise money we sold
daffodils and hats to pupils, staff and parents
so that they could wear them on Dydd Gŵyl
Dewi. We split the school council into small
groups and went around the school in yellow Tshirts to sell the daffodils and Miss Jen
Williams spent a few cold mornings out on the
school yard. We were very successful and
managed to raise a grand total of £191.31 and
had good fun at the same time! Thank you all
for your generosity and ongoing support.
Megan & Owen

Mr Anthoine recently attended a computer
coding course and came back with a
SPHERO! A Sphero is a programmable ball
that can be controlled via an iPad. We will
be using the Sphero in class, to help with
the development of our programming skills.
A number of children have already been
given a go and shown how to control a
Sphero and have discovered that it’s a real
challenge but great fun! We look forward
to our Sphero lessons with Mr Rowlands!
Ethan

Wishing you all a very
Happy Easter Holiday!
The Editing Team

Once again it is a pleasure to read this term’s edition of the Deganwy Dragon. I am amazed
that the pupils have managed to achieve so much in a relatively short term. We’ve had cycle
training, drama and dance workshops and our Year 1/2 pupils performed their creative dance
in front of other primary and secondary schools at the Dance Festival at Ysgol John Bright.
To see these activities and more please visit the school website - www.ysgoldeganwy.co.uk.
We also have a twitter page that is continuously updated by staff. Please pick up a registration form from school so that you can follow all the latest news and photos.
This term our Urdd members represented the school well at the National Swimming Gala
and at the Eisteddfod; playing the harp and reciting. They also achieved great success at the
Art and Craft Eisteddfod. Their wonderful work can be seen on display around the school. On
March 1st we celebrated St. David’s Day with the school Eisteddfod. I was very proud of all
our pupils’ performances from Nursery to Year 6. I am sure you will enjoy reading about all
these activities and more on the following pages. I certainly appreciate all the hard work that
the staff and your children have done, as I am sure you do as well as parents.
Sadly, this is Mrs Mathiesen’s last term with us. We are very grateful to her for all her hard
work over the years and wish her well for the future. We look forward to welcoming Mrs Ruth
Jones back from maternity leave and would like to say a big thank you to Miss Sutton who
has been teaching her Year 3/4 class.
The school re-opens for the children on Monday, April 11th. I thank you for your support and
wish you all a very Happy Easter.
—————————
Unwaith eto, mae'n bleser darllen rhifyn y tymor hwn o Ddraig Deganwy. Yr wyf yn synnu
bod y disgyblion wedi llwyddo i gyflawni cymaint mewn tymor cymharol fyr. Rydym wedi cael
hyfforddiant beicio a gweithdai drama a dawns. Bu ein disgyblion Blwyddyn 1/2 yn
perfformio eu dawns greadigol o flaen ysgolion cynradd ac uwchradd eraill yng Ngŵyl
Ddawns Conwy yn Ysgol John Bright. I weld y gweithgareddau hyn, a mwy, ewch i wefan yr
ysgol - www.ysgoldeganwy.co.uk. Mae gennym hefyd dudalen trydar sy'n cael ei diweddaru'n
barhaus gan staff. Gofynnwch am ffurflen gofrestru o’r ysgol yna gallwch ddilyn yr holl
newyddion a lluniau diweddaraf.
Y tymor hwn mae aelodau'r Urdd wedi cynrychioli'r ysgol yn arbennig o dda yn y Gala Nofio
Cenedlaethol ac yn yr Eisteddfod; yn canu'r delyn a llefaru. Maent hefyd wedi llwyddo yn yr
Eisteddfod Celf a Chrefft. Mae eu gwaith arbennig wedi eu harddangos o amgylch yr ysgol. Ar
Fawrth 1af, Dydd Gŵyl Dewi, cafwyd Eisteddfod ysgol. Roeddwn yn falch iawn o
berfformiadau ein holl disgyblion o'r Dosbarth Meithrin i Flwyddyn 6. Yr wyf yn siwr y
byddwch yn mwynhau darllen am yr holl weithgareddau hyn a mwy ar y tudalennau nesaf.
Yr wyf yn hynod ddiolchgar am holl waith caled y staff a’r plant, yr wyf yn siŵr eich bod
chithau fel rhieni yn gwerthfawrogi eu holl gwaith hefyd.
Yn anffodus, mae Mrs Mathiesen yn ein gadael ni ar ddiwedd y tymor. Rydym yn ddiolchgar
iawn iddi am ei gwaith caled dros y blynyddoedd a dymunwn yn dda iddi yn y dyfodol.
Rydym yn edrych ymlaen at groesawu Mrs Ruth Jones yn ôl ar ôl cyfnod mamolaeth a hoffwn
ddiolch yn fawr iawn i Miss Sutton sydd wedi bod yn dysgu ei dosbarth Blwyddyn 3/4 dros yr
misoedd diwethaf.
Mae'r ysgol yn ail-agor i'r plant ar Ddydd Llun, Ebrill 11eg. Yr wyf yn diolch i chi am eich
cefnogaeth ac yn dymuno i chi i gyd Pasg Hapus Iawn.

Dosbarth Mrs Davies
This term we have been talking about ‘Animals.’
We would like to thank parents for
helping us:
1) Tyler’s mum brought the Gerbils – Peppa and George to class. They
were very shy at first but they did make an appearance eventually!
2) Bella, Luca’s dog was very excited about coming
to school! Two weeks later, Luca’s baby brother,
Noah was born! CONGRATULATIONS!
3) Iwan’s dog, Jess was also very well
behaved. Everyone had lots of
questions to ask and we all learnt so
much about looking after pets.
When we were talking about
baby animals, Mrs Davies’
beautiful grandaughter Elsi,
came to class. We had lots of
questions to ask her mum!
Dyma ni ar y llwyfan yn
barod i gystadlu yn yr
Eisteddfod i ddathlu Gwyl
Ddewi. Diolch i Anti Terry
am ein helpu tymor yma.
We have enjoyed our project with
Ysgol
Deganwy
the Pigtown Theatre Company –
their first Numeracy project. We
in
worked on sequencing, telling the
time, recognising coins, number
Makaton Parents are invited to
bonds to 10, repeating patterns,
join us in class for a sing and sign
and sorting according to criteria.
session to practise signing. Signing
Read more about it in our booklet. helps us communicate! Enjoy!
With

Dosbarth Mrs Mathiesen
This term our themes have been ‘Nursery
Rhymes and Spring’.
We have also
celebrated ‘St David’s Day and the
Chinese New Year. We are now eagerly
awaiting the Easter Bunny!
Dosbarth Derbyn went
for a walk up the Vardre
and drew a map of their
journey when they got
back.

During our Nursery
Rhyme theme this term,
we learnt rhymes about
the weather, bedtime,
numbers, animals, food
and travel. We made
boats, cars and trains
out of the big blocks.
As part of our Spring theme we have
been completing weather charts,
drawing season wheels and finding
frogs and frogspawn in the pond.

We have been
very busy making
cards and Easter
baskets.
We had a visit from Cwmni’r Fran
Wen who performed ‘Dilyn Fi’.

Many thanks for all your
support and kind wishes.

Pasg Hapus!

Dosbarth Mrs Paula Jones
Our theme this half-term is
Y Gwanwyn—The Spring
We have been busy learning about the seasons
and the weather. We have been exploring the
school grounds looking for signs of Spring, and
checking on the frogs in the school Nature Area.
The children in Derbyn have been writing about
Spring, and have been keeping weather diaries.
Hwiangerddi — Nursery Rhymes

Incy Wincy
Spider

During the first half of the term, we enjoyed
revisiting our favourite Nursery Rhymes, and also
explored many rhymes we had never heard before.
During our Bedtime Rhymes week, the children
brought in their favourite teddies, and painted
some wonderful portraits.

Wythnos prysur yn dysgu am Dewi Sant, yn coginio Cacennau Cri, ac yn
mwynhau gweithgareddau celf a chrefft - dreigiau a daffodils ym
mhobman! Uchel bwynt yr wythnos oedd canu ar y llwyfan yn yr
Eisteddfod. Roedd y plant yn smart iawn yn eu gwisgoedd.

Our children in Meithrin had great
fun acting out the classic ‘Bear
Hunt’ story in the school Nature
Area. We found the bear, and he
followed us back through the
woods. But don’t worry, he was a
We had a lovely walk on the
friendly teddy bear!
Vardre last month. The view from
the top was fantastic. Back in
class, we drew maps of the route
and the local area.

Dosbarth Mrs Hughes
We went to the
Co-op to buy
some healthy
fruit, and paid
by ourselves.

We dressed up in Welsh costume
and took part in the school
Eisteddfod to celebrate St.David’s
day.

We created a dragon dance to
celebrate Chinese New Year.
Dyma ni yn mwynhau chwarae
offerynnau cerdd yn ein
sesiwn Samba.

Crempogau blasus iawn ar ddiwrnod
crempog!

We hope you have a lovely
Easter holiday!

Dosbarth Miss Griffiths
This term, we have been studying dinosaurs. It has been a term full of
exciting activities and visitors.

Mrs Williams
found some
dinosaur eggs in
the school
playground!

We created a
very special video
all about ‘Helping’
for the whole
school service.

PC Roscoe came
to talk about
what to do in an
emergency.

We took part in a dance
festival at Ysgol John Bright.
The children thoroughly
enjoyed the whole experience.

We celebrated
Shrove Tuesday
by tasting
pancakes. We had
to choose a
different topping
for each quarter.

We went to the Co-Op to buy a
piece of fruit.
We had a go at
African drumming.
It was fun!

We took part in the school
Eisteddfod. We had to
perform a folk dance on the
stage in front of everyone. We
also got certificates for
competitions such as drawing,
colouring and handwriting.

We had an historian called Dan visit the
class to share information about dinosaurs.

Dosbarth Miss Williams
This term we have been looking at
‘Dinosaurs’. We have been excavating
dinosaur bones in the sand.
Mrs Williams found 3 dinosaur eggs at the back of the school. We
brought one into class to look after. We excavated the egg and found
a baby triceratops. We put him in a box over the weekend and by
Tuesday afternoon the triceratops had grown. We decided it was too
big to keep him in class so we set him free. He has now gone and
hopefully found his Mummy.
We have been learning about centimetres and
meters. We took the trundle wheel outside to
measure how long some of the dinosaurs were.
Did you know that the Brachiosaurus could grow
to 26 metres long?
We had a lovely afternoon working
with Mrs Thomas learning different
rhythms on the drums, shakers and
wooden blocks and learning how to
play in a Samba band.
We have been looking at maps
and learning about 1/2 turns a
We had a visit from
an archaeologist –
1/4 turns, here is a picture of
the boys playing in the small
Dan the Dinosaur
world tray.
Man!
As part of our St David’s Day celebrations we all dressed
up in Welsh costumes and took part in the Eisteddfod!
We all sang a song called ‘Mae gen i dipyn o dŷ bach twt’.
Everyone tried their best and sang beautifully!
We had a wonderful afternoon in Ysgol John
Bright taking part in a dance festival.
We all enjoyed dancing like DINOSAURS!

We also went
on a trip to
Co-Op to buy
some fruit!

Dosbarth Mr Anthoine
Where has this term gone? Our Spring bulbs which we planted in October have
flowered recently. The first crocus bulb flowered on the 22nd of February and was
6cm tall. The first daffodil flowered on the 9th of March and was 25cm tall. The
flowering times were within a day or two of last year. The children can take their
pots home at the end of the term. The bulbs can either be left in the pot for next
year, or, once they’ve finished flowering, transplanted into your garden.

Lessons We’ve been busy making egg box monster’s
heads in our D and T lessons. We’ve had great fun and
they are nearly finished. The idea is that they can
open and close using anything other than the hands
(hydraulics for example
or a balloon).
In our science lessons with Mr Griffiths, we have been
looking at the digestive system and how the muscles
work. We made a model of the arm and looked at how
muscles work by lengthening and contracting. We’ve
also learnt lots of new words too, such as oesophagus,
intestines, triceps, biceps and helicobacter pylori!
In our literacy lessons we wrote a
diary from the point of view of Little
Red Riding Hood. We have also
written a letter to Conwy County
Council complaining about the amount
of wind-blown litter entering the
school grounds. The discussion work
carried out before hand was very
interesting and everyone was given
the opportunity to voice their own
personal opinions and thoughts.

In our Numeracy lessons we
have been looking at Venn
and Carroll diagrams, bar
graphs and before that we
did a unit based on time.

Pasg Hapus i bawb!

Dosbarth Mrs Ruth Jones
What a busy term we've had! We have been working hard
learning all about our local area and Deganwy Castle.
We’ve enjoyed learning about the castle’s history,
reading maps and sketching the castle. At the start of
the term we were also very lucky to have a Chinese New
Year feast, provided by Lilly-Ella and Anna Wu’s family.
We loved trying all the different foods, learning about Internet Safety
how it is celebrated and making decorations for the hall.
P.C Vicky has been to visit
Star Performances!
us this term to remind us
This term, we have
how to be S.M.A.R.T
also been working on
online. We discussed how
our
performing
to
choose
a
safe
skills, with everyone
usernames, not using our
taking a role in our
real name so we are not
class assembly on
easy to look up. We learnt
Santes Dwynwen. We
how to create a secure
told the whole school
password using a mixture
about Dwynwen’s life
of capital letters and
and when it is
number, and discussed
celebrated. We also
the main ‘Do’s and Don’ts’
performed Sôs Coch
when playing online.
in
the
school
Lessons In Science we have been looking at the way the
Eisteddfod
with
body works. We had a human body workshop from Steve
everyone doing a
Blakesly, where we did lots of hands on and interactive
fantastic job on the
investigations about the human body. We also had a visit
day. All of the
from Mrs Jones who explained to us all about human teeth.
members of Urdd
We learnt their names, the different parts and about why
Club also entered a
it’s important to keep our teeth clean. We’ve used all the
piece of art work
information we learnt to create an information leaflet for
into the Eisteddfod
younger children on how to keep their teeth healthy. In
Cylch, with pieces
Literacy we’ve been looking at Traditional Tales. We have
ranging from sewing
been working hard writing diaries, letters as our favourite
to sculpting. Many of
characters and even our own Traditional Tale.
the
pieces
were
World Book Day As a class we celebrated World Book Day
successful in winning
by bringing in our favourite books from home. Everyone was
first,
second
or
very excited to talk about the books that had been
third place.
brought in. We each wrote a book review about our book,
Da iawn pawb!
and shared it with the class.

Dosbarth Miss Russell
This term has been a busy one! We said goodbye to Mr Parry before Christmas and
welcomed Miss Roberts. Although it was a big change, we have all settled very well.
We have been learning lots about our local area and
Deganwy Castle. We’ve enjoyed learning about the
history of the Welsh Princes and the history of the
castle. We have been developing our skills in reading
maps and also have studied the work of the artist
L.S Lowry.

Joke of the month
Q: What did the
elf learn in school?
A: The Elfabet!

Splashing about This term it was our turn to go swimming.
Every week we went to Llandudno Swimming Centre and
developed our skills in the water. It is such an important skill
that might save our life one day!
Lessons We have been learning about Deganwy and Deganwy castle. In geography,
we have been developing our map skills by using grid referencing to find features of
Deganwy. In addition to this, we used Venn diagrams to identify and sort the natural
and man-made features we found. Hywel Dda and Maelgwn Gwynedd are two of the
Welsh princes we have been looking at in history. As well as learning about the local
area, we have been looking at the 6 main religions of the world. Can you name all 6?
We thought about the creation stories and how they differ from one another. We
also thought about our own beliefs and the importance of respecting the
differences in other people. In Science, the body has been the topic this term. We
have been learning about the digestive system in addition to all the different bones
in our body. Do you know what the back bone is called? We also had a visit from Mrs
Rowlands who spoke to us about the importance of dental heath.
Eisteddfod yr ysgol On Saint David’s Day we had
a full day of performances to celebrate Wales
and the Welsh language. We all competed in
teams to earn points for our houses: Gogarth,
Maelgwn and Creuddyn. It was lovely seeing all
the classes on stage doing a range of activities.
These included singing, dawnsio gwerin and
reciting poems. Our class learnt and recited the
poem Sôs Coch by Tudur Dylan Jones.
The weather is finally getting
brighter and warmer which
means we will soon be able to
take our learning outdoors.

Chinese New Year
We were very lucky
to celebrate Chinese
New Year this year
by creating
decorations and
tasting yummy food
provided by the
families of Anna Wu
and Lily-Ella.
Thank you!
Pasg hapus i bawb!
Happy Easter to all!

Dosbarth Mrs Parry
On the 4th of February Blwyddyn 5/6 had an actor come in and act out the history
of Owain Glyndwr, a famous Welsh rebel. The gentleman acted out Owain Glyndwr’s
interesting and sad life story and how he helped the Welsh fight back against the
harsh treatment received from the King of England, Henry IV. He told us why Owain
Glyndwr became a Welsh rebel, what he did and how he did it and how he came to
rule over and destroy the English army in many parts of Wales. He read to us a letter that Owain Glyndwr wrote to the King of France to ask for support in defeating
the English and also the King of France’s reply. Some of us were called up to take
part in the re-enactment. The acting was really funny and exciting at times. We had
to wear these funny costumes that they would have worn in the 1400’s. He also had
props for the scenes that we were in. We thought it was funny when Fin was chopped
up by Caitlin as she was King Henry IV, Fin was a Welshman who had been captured
by the English army. We all had a fantastic time as the re-enactment had really
brought history to life!
Ruby, Florence & Cai
On the 17th of March, years 5/6 were signed up for a creative
writing master class with Jacqueline Wilson and Michael Morpurgo
on a live webinar from Puffin Virtually Live. Jacqueline Wilson is
our favourite author and our favourite book is the ‘Hetty Feather’
series and ‘Candyfloss’. My favourite Michael Morpurgo book is
‘War Horse’. The webinar began with two men singing a song about
all of the books Jacqueline Wilson has ever written. Jacqueline
Wilson showed us how to start the beginning of a story and how to
create a character of our own. We were told to imagine our
character as an imaginary friend and we needed to know everything
there is to know about them. Nick Sharrat, the illustrator of all of
Jacqueline Wilson’s books showed us how to draw different kinds
of dinosaurs. His drawings were brilliant! At the end of the webinar
Jacqueline Wilson read out the first chapter of her new book ‘Rent
a Bridesmaid’ that comes out on the 5th of May. The novel sounds
very exciting and we can’t wait to get our hands on a copy!
Clemmie & Caitlin This term PC Vicky had a very important message for us about
different types of bullying. She explained to us what bullying is,
it is when someone hurts, threatens or frightens you on a regular
basis. Cyber bullying is when someone uses social media to
threaten or frighten you. We were informed about how and when
the police can help if you are ever bullied. Here are some of the
ways you can stop cyber bullying from happening: you can block
them, don't reply or tell someone about your problems. Here is a
website that might help www.schoolbeat.org. Lloyd, Fin & Jacob

Dosbarth Mr Jones
Before half term, 9 pupils from Year 5 & 6 were given the opportunity to take part
in a whole morning session on space with Steve Blakesley in the hall. We did a
variety of different experiments to find out how a spacesuit works, finding out
about gravity and what it would feel like to be in space. It was a thoroughly
enjoyable morning and we learnt a lot. We hope that he can come back again in the
future. Aaron & Josh W
This term all of year 5 were given the
opportunity to take part in cycle training
with Jamie and Chris, the instructors.
During our first session we went out on
the yard and played some games and how
to do the m check. In our second session
we went out on the road in Deganwy. We
learnt how to indicate with our left and
right hand, as well as learning how to start
cycling safely on the road and how to go
around corners and cars safely. We all had
an excellent time and now feel very
confident on our bicycles. Mia & Rebecca

This term in our school council meetings we have discussed many important issues.
We have discussed the new school rules and agreed that having three key rules
would be more effective than having 7 or 8 rules. We also discussed putting posters
up in the toilets to remind pupils to be responsible in there. Another topic of
discussion was the schools twitter page. Because the number of followers was so low
Mrs Haf Williams asked the school council to come up with a way of getting more
parents to sign up and follow the schools page. We thought of a number of ways of
getting parents to follow the page and decided to create posters with a QR code on
them for parents to scan with their phones to follow the schools page. We also
decided that in order for the school to know who is following the page, parents must
fill in a form collected from school to let us know who they are and what their
twitter name is. As a school we will be supporting a different charity each term. We
had a vote and chose to support WaterAid next term and we will be raising money
to support the charity after the holidays.
Owen & Megan

Dosbarth Miss Lockley
During the course of this term, all pupils at Ysgol Deganwy have been busy creating
their very own ‘One Page Profile’. All profiles include three key sub-headings; ‘What
others like and admire about me’, ‘What is important to me’ and ‘What my teacher
needs to know to support me’. Each section has been filled in during a PSHE lesson,
where everyone has been given the opportunity to share and talk about what
they’ve included on their own profile. This was difficult at times, but with the
support of our friends and teachers we all believe that we’ve created a very
important document that has taught us so much about ourselves and about each
other. It has helped us be more open about the way we feel and our teachers now
know even more about how we learn best. We have also been given the opportunity
to spend some time on our own with our class teacher to share and discuss what we
believe to be our personal goals and aspirations in our learning and in life. This was a
great chance for us to talk about our dreams and also to help us understand how to
become better learners. We are now looking forward to sharing our ‘ One Page
Profile’ with our parents and reading their response about how they see us as
individuals! Ethan & Alex
One of our creative Learning Log tasks
this term in Blwyddyn 5 a 6 was to design
and build a 3D model of a castle. It could
be based on any type of castle; historical,
modern or fantasy, but needed to follow a
specific brief regarding size (no more
than 30cm x 30cm x 30cm). On both open
evenings, an exhibition showcasing these
castles, along with Blwyddyn 3 and 4’s
entries for the Urdd Arts and Crafts
competitions, was held in the school hall.
It was a truly amazing sight with over
eighty models to enjoy, appreciate and
study.
Josh & Jamie
Once again this year, ‘Take Part’ made a flying visit to our school to promote the
fantastic yearly event which is held at Venue Cymru. We were lucky enough to
welcome a local and famous graffiti artist, Dime One (aka Andy Birch), to our Key
Stage 2 morning assembly. Andy demonstrated the art of writing in a graffiti style
and two lucky pupils were selected to join him in completing a ‘Take Part’ banner for
the occasion. The event itself, which many of us attended, was spectacular and
offered a variety of different activities that you could take part in or just watch.
There was a roller disco, a circus workshop, a clog dancing lesson and a rock music
recording session; enough variety to entertain anyone for the whole two days!
Thank you Andy and Venue Cymru for yet another fabulous festival. Honey & Osian

FRIENDS OF YSGOL DEGANWY
A huge thank you to all our families and supporters for all your help and
support again this term.
Our Mother’s Day stall was a great success, the children thoroughly enjoyed
choosing a gift for Mum or someone special. Many thanks to Carine, Nicky
Duncalf and Marks & Spencer Llandudno, who kindly donated gifts for the
Mother’s Day stall. We raised £200 for our school funds, an added bonus to a
great afternoon for the children.
This term we have spent £99 on the Teachers to Parents e-mailing service.
We are currently looking at new fundraising ideas for next term.
We welcome new members, any help or ideas are hugely appreciated. If
you are interested in helping to raise money for our school and would like to
get involved, please come along to our next meeting:

Wednesday, 13 April at 7 p.m. at the school
Wishing you all a very
Happy Easter!

The Friends
of
Ysgol Deganwy

School Notices
Keep up to date on school news via the school’s website - www.ysgoldeganwy.co.uk
New School Dinner Prices
Infants - £2.10
Juniors - £2.15

School will re-open for all
children on Monday the
11th of April.

Please give due consideration to others
when picking up and dropping off your
children outside school.

Remember to
check the Twitter
feed for weekly
news.

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter!

01492 581156

Lucy Duncalf
Blwyddyn 2

Sponsored by Harbour View Fish and Chip Shop

