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Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas!  

The ‘Playground Pals’ have been very busy 

during this first term. After receiving their 

training, all of the Year 5 pupils were chomping 

at the bit to start their new roles within the 

school. ‘Playground Pals’ is a scheme set up to 

help children make friends and to make sure 

that everyone has someone to play with during 

break time. The Year 5 pupils take this 

responsibility very seriously and take it in 

turns to be on duty on the playground. There 

are three yards that the ‘Playground Pals’ 

occupy. The first yard is for children aged 3-5 

years old, the second yard is for children aged 

5-7 years old and the third yard is for children 

aged 7-11 years old. All children know who are 

on duty because all ‘Playground Pals’ wear 

special hi-visibility jackets. Each ‘Playground 

Pal’ is put in a group of four or five children 

when they are on duty to ensure that they are 

not alone. In the new year, the School Council 

are hoping to work collaboratively with the 

‘Playground Pals’ to design friendship stops 

which will be displayed on the yard. Abi & Cian 

Year 2 have been lucky enough to receive 

Ukulele lessons from the well known Welsh 

folk singer, Alun Tan Lan.  We have been 

enjoying the lessons very much and are now 

starting to learn how to play some chords. 

The school have been given a grant by the 

Arts Council of Wales to buy 30 Ukuleles 

for the children to play – it has been a 

great hit, with many children asking for a 

Ukulele for Christmas!  We have learnt 

many tunes which so far including, ‘Seren 

Fechan’ and ‘Tingaling’. Both songs were 

sung by some children at the beginning of 

the Christmas Show ‘Hey Ewe!’  - Diolch yn 

fawr Alun!      Blwyddyn 2 Miss J Williams 
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The first term of this academic year has flown by and it is difficult to believe that the holidays 

are here. As ever, pupils and staff have been extremely busy and we have had many highlights, 

such as the two primary headteacher’s visit from Lesotho, successes at the Urdd’s Football 

Tournament and Swimming Gala and the fantastic Christmas performances. It is so humbling 

to observe and relish in the talents of our pupils-from sporting stars, to talented musicians and 

actors.  

Throughout this term, during our award assemblies, pupils have been congratulated for their 

achievements, attitude and effort- pupils have been awarded coloured badges, ‘Star of the week’ 

& ‘Special Effort’ certificates. Each pupil has something to be proud of this term and I cannot 

wait for what next term may bring! In the New Year you will be able to view these on our new 

school website, alongside other news from the autumn term. 

Before I wish you all an enjoyable and restful holiday, I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank the dedicated group of volunteers who support the school in so many ways; the school 

Governors, the PTA, those that help out by listening to readers, assisting with ‘Kerbcraft’ and 

sport tournaments and sport club. Without your continued support, time and input, we would 

struggle to provide the pupils with such a variety of opportunities. 

I am also enormously grateful to each and every member of school staff who provide so much 

for the pupils. Your continued support as parents is also much appreciated and certainly con-

tributes to the success of the school. 

May I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! I look forward to seeing 

you in the New Year on Tuesday January 5th 2016! 

__________ 

Mae Tymor cyntaf y flwyddyn academaidd hon wedi hedfan ac mae'n anodd credu bod y 

gwyliau yma. Mae’r disgyblion a’r staff wedi bod yn hynod o brysur ac yr ydym wedi cael nifer o 

uchafbwyntiau, megis ymweliad y ddau Bennaeth o Lesotho, llwyddiannau yn Nhwrnamaint 

Pêl-droed yr Urdd a'r Gala Nofio a'r perfformiadau Nadolig gwych. Mae’n braf gallu mwynhau 

ac ymfalchio yn noniau ein disgyblion-o sêr y byd chwaraeon, i gerddorion ac actorion talentog. 

 

Drwy gydol y tymor hwn, yn ystod ein gwasanaethau gwobrwyo, mae’r disgyblion wedi cael eu 

llongyfarch am eu cyflawniadau, agwedd ac ymdrech ac wedi derbyn bathodynnau lliw a 

thystysgrifau 'Seren yr wythnos' & ‘Ymdrech Arbennig'. Mae gan bob disgybl rhywbeth i fod yn 

falch ohono ac yr wyf yn edrych ymlaen i gael gweld beth fydd llwyddiannau y tymor nesaf! Yn y 

Flwyddyn Newydd, byddwch yn gallu gweld y rhain ar ein gwefan ysgol newydd, ochr yn ochr â 

newyddion eraill o dymor yr hydref. 

 

Cyn i mi ddymuno gwyliau pleserus ac heddychlon i chi, hoffwn fanteisio ar y cyfle hwn i 

ddiolch i'r grŵp ymroddedig o wirfoddolwyr sy'n cefnogi'r ysgol mewn cymaint o ffyrdd; 

Llywodraethwyr ysgol, ein Cymdeithas Rhieni ac Athrawon, y rhai sy'n helpu allan trwy 

wrando ar ddarllenwyr, cynorthwyo gyda kerbcraft a thwrnameintiau chwaraeon a’r clwb 

chwaraeon. Heb eich cefnogaeth barhaus, amser a mewnbwn, mi fuasai’n anodd iawn rhoi 

cymaint o amrywiaeth o gyfleoedd i’n disgyblion. 

 

Yr wyf hefyd yn hynod ddiolchgar i bob aelod o staff yr ysgol sy'n darparu cymaint i'r 

disgyblion. Hefyd, mae eich cefnogaeth barhaus chi fel rhieni yn cael ei werthfawrogi'n fawr ac 

yn sicr yn cyfrannu at lwyddiant yr ysgol. 

 

A gaf i ddymuno i chi i gyd Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda! Edrychaf ymlaen at eich 

gweld yn y flwyddyn newydd ar ddydd Mawrth 5 Ionawr 2016! 



 

 

Dosbarth Mrs Davies 

This term we have been looking at ‘People Who Help Us’ and ‘The Autumn’. 

Coedwig Marl Woods 

To enjoy the beautiful scenery of Autumn 

we went for a walk in Marl Woods. 

We really     

enjoyed     

taking part in 

our        

Christmas 

show.  

People who Help Us 
We have had lots of Visitors this term. We 

talked to lots of different people who help 

us including the caretaker, the cleaner, the 

dinner lady and a science teacher. 



Dosbarth Mrs Mathiesen 

This term our themes have been ‘Ti a fi’ and ‘Y Synhwyrau’. 

We have all settled really well 

into our new classes. 

Dosbarth Derbyn made a graph 

of their favourite colours. 

Everybody performed brilliantly in 

our Christmas Play. Jack and Tia 

played Joseph and Mary. Harry 

was the Sleepy Shepherd. 

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas 

and New Year. Nadolig Llawen! 

Dobarth 

Meithrin 

have been 

busy    

making  

patterns. 



Dosbarth Mrs Paula Jones 

Dyma’r plant Derbyn.        

Don’t they look grown up! 

Dyma’r plant Meithrin (Bore) 

Dyma’r plant Meithrin (Prynhawn) 

Our theme for the first half term 

was Ti a Fi - You and Me. We had 

great fun learning all about ourselves 

and each other. The Reception     

children helped the Nursery children 

to settle quickly and easily. Here is a 

small selection of photos (Autumn 

Walk, Shape Hunt, Fireworks        

Pictures, Making Soda Bread). 

This half term our theme is Y 

Synhwyrau - The Senses. We 

have enjoyed lots of activities   

designed to explore and test our 

senses - sight, hearing, smell, 

touch and taste. We are much  

better than Mrs Jones at the 

blindfold ‘Who’s Speaking?’ game! 

We hope you enjoyed our   

Christmas Concert. For the 

Nursery children it was their 

very first time on stage. The   

Reception children learnt their 

lines well and performed        

confidently. We were so proud of 

them all! 



Dosbarth Mrs Hughes 

This term our theme has been 

‘Night and Day’/Nos a Dydd’. 

We have learnt a lot about  

nocturnal animals, and we    

especially enjoyed the owls 

that visited the school. 

We dressed up for 

Children in Need.  

   Daeth Dona Diredi, 

Mr.Urdd a Sali Mali i’n 

gweld yn yr ysgol. 

We enjoyed taking part in our Christmas concert. 

We enjoyed our trip to the Jambori 

where we sang with Martin Geraint. 

We learnt a lot about the local area while 

walking up the Vardre. 

Year 2 children have 

learnt to play the   

ukulele and some     

performed in the     

Christmas show. 



Dosbarth Miss Griffiths 

This term our theme has been ‘Nos a Dydd’ (Night and Day). We have 

been very busy throughout the term doing all sorts of different                    

activities. 

Dona Direidi, Sali 

Mali and Mr Urdd 

came to sing a few 

Welsh songs with us.  

We used our bodies to    

create star shapes!  

We went for a walk up the Vardre to 

see the beautiful view.  

We had a lot of fun at the 

Jambori! We met the star of 

the show, Martin Geraint! 

We built houses for our little 

hedgehogs to keep warm  

during the winter. 

We had a great time rehearsing and 

performing our Christmas Show. All the 

children did very well! 

We would like to thank you for your 

support throughout this first term.  

We wish you a very Merry    

Christmas and a Happy New Year! 



Dosbarth Miss Williams 

This term we have been looking at Night 

and Day.  We have been learning about 

nocturnal animals and finding out about 

owls.  We had a visit from some owls - 

Angel was the largest owl! Mrs Ellis and 

the children went to the nature reserve 

to build nests for nocturnal animals, we 

had great fun!   

We had a very successful Christmas 

Concert and enjoyed learning the 

songs and our acting parts!  

We have been learning 

about the artist Vincent 

Van Gogh and his picture 

Starry night. We thought 

of different ways of making 

stars in our PE lesson and 

made a wonderful mural on 

the wall. 

We went to 

the Jambori 

to sing Welsh 

songs with 

Martin       

Geraint. We learnt about Guy 

Fawkes and Bonfire Night, 

we even designed and made 

the Houses of Parliament 

out of blocks! 



Dosbarth Mr Anthoine 

Croeso i ddosbarth Blwyddyn 3 a 4 Mr Anthoine. We began the term with a trip to 

Deganwy beach with the other two year 3/4 classes as our theme this term is         

‘Y Môr’.  

We made sand sculptures and did 

some beach combing for interesting 

objects.  

We  have planted our bulbs for the 

Spring Bulbs for School Project as 

part of  the Museum of Wales’ work 

on climate change. This is the tenth 

year our school has been taking part 

in the project.  

In our history lessons we have been learning 

about the Celts and are making roundhouses.  

Our class has started using HWB+ in 

school including using Office 365, 

contributing to discussions and   

writing the class Blog. We have also 

been using some of the embedded 

programs within HWB+ such J2e with 

Mr Rowlands, which includes coding. 

We have also looked at Stykz stop 

animation and Garageband.   

Back in October we had a 

representative from Welsh 

Water visit us to talk about 

being water ‘savvy’. We did a 

few practical activities in 

class to raise our awareness 

about how much water we use 

on a daily basis. It was much 

fun and very wet.  

Martha Hughes’ dad 

came to talk to us 

about the RNLI too 

this term. He demon-

strated some of the 

kit that the RNLI 

used and talked to us 

about his role within 

the RNLI and the  

important job that 

they do saving lives. 

Nadolig Llawen a 

Blwyddyn Newydd 

Dda! 



Dosbarth Miss Davies a Mrs Ruth Jones 

Croeso i ddosbarth Miss Davies a Mrs Jones! 

What a busy start to a new school year it has 

been! We have been working hard learning all 

about our theme, ‘The Sea/Y Môr’. We started 

the term with a trip to our local beach in        

Deganwy, all three lower Junior classes. We all 

enjoyed looking for interesting objects and    

discussing them in small groups. During our visit 

we also made sand sculptures . It was a lot of 

fun and we learnt a lot about ‘Y Môr’. 
The R.N.L.I visit  

Ysgol Deganwy 

As part of our class work about 

‘the Sea’ we found out many     

interesting facts about the 

R.N.L.I. We even had the crew of 

the Conwy Lifeboat come and  

visit us here in school and talk 

about their work. They showed us 

p i c t u r e s ,  s h ar e d  r e a l l y             

interesting stories and brought 

their life saving equipment. It 

was fascinating seeing their body 

suit and life jacket. Following our 

research and the visit, we wrote 

a non-chronological report about 

the R.N.L.I. We also wrote thank 

you letters to the wonderful   

volunteers from Conwy for    

coming to speak to us. 

And so it comes to the end of the first term 

with Christmas fast approaching. We hope you 

have a lovely holiday ! Nadolig Llawen i bawb! 

Girls Football - Fifa Day 

All the girls from year 3 and 4 

were invited to a football event 

at Llandudno FC in November.  

Although it was rather cold, a 

great time was had by everyone 

and the free pink fifa t-shirts 

were a bonus! 

Lessons- We have been learning all about the 

Celts in history and  have also been reading and 

writing about ‘Cai y Celt’ in Welsh lessons.  We 

imagined what it would be like if we met Cai     

today and wrote scripts in welsh with questions 

we would like to ask him. We performed scripts 

in front of the class. We also designed and made 

Celtic roundhouses out of clay which was         

extremely messy but fun! As well as learning 

about the Water cycle and the industrial uses of 

the sea , we also had a visit from Dŵr Cymru. 

During this workshop we were shocked to find 

out how much water we use at home and how 

much water we waste. We will all definitely be 

more careful with water in the future. In our 

science work we looked at shadows and light and 

recently we have been looking at forces.  



Dosbarth Mr Parry a Miss Russell 

Welcome to Mr Parry and Miss Russell’s class! This term we have been learning lots     

of new and interesting things!  

We have been learning about the Celts, found out 

who they were and where they came from, and 

thought of reasons as to why they would want to 

come to Britain. We had the opportunity to learn 

about the Celts during our English and Welsh      

lessons and created model roundhouses out of clay 

and straw! We had a lot of fun!  

Year 3 and 4 classes at Ysgol Deganwy 

have had the opportunity to take part 

in an after school ‘Rugby Club’. We 

played ‘tag rugby’, learned about rules 

of the game, and practiced some of 

the main skills used in rugby. All of 

the children showed great interest in 

the 2015 Rugby World Cup, and kept a 

close eye on the scores throughout 

the competition!  

This term we have also enjoyed learning 

about leisure and industry along the North 

Wales coast, in particular Llandudno.       

Following work on the oceans, the Welsh 

coastline, and Llandudno, we finished off by 

looking at how the sea can be used          

sustainably - discussing things like wind 

farms and power generation.  

Here is a sneak peak of what else we have been learning about……. 

Physical literacy     sea creature craft     +  -   x  ÷ 

coding & programming      Churches       Clarice Cliff  

Thanksgiving     Children in Need     light and shadows 

I will be sad to leave Ysgol Deganwy - Thank you for everything and good luck 

for the future! Mr Parry 



Dosbarth Mrs Parry 

On the 17th of September at ten past nine in the morning, Year 5/6  went on an   

educational visit to Conwy Castle. We went on the bus and when we got there we 

waited by the wall for our teachers to put us into our groups. We had a very busy 

morning there, with three different activities to complete.  

Our first activity was to fill in a booklet about medieval times and what we learnt 

from studying pictures of medieval artefacts  and reading texts about them. We 

found an object in the medieval times that opens wounds without putting the patient 

to sleep. Our second activity was to write a poem to describe the castle using our 

senses. When we were in the court yard there was a very deep well. There were also 

a lot of other things to describe such as stones, walls and the arrow slits.  

Our last activity was a guided tour of the castle. We started at the bridge between 

the gift shop and the castle. Mr Hilton, the tour guide, told us about the portcullis 

and the outer defences. We learnt that there was 13 defence systems in place in 

the castle and that only 30 soldiers were needed to protect the castle. We then 

went to the court yard but left to look at the baking tower, Mr Hilton told us that 

bread in medieval times had three parts: the bottom was used as a plate the middle 

was used for the knights and the top was used for the king, this is where the term 

’upper crust’ comes from. Then we went around the castle walls, it was very high up. 

To finish the tour we looked at  the model of Conwy Castle as it looked during     

medieval time. Amy & Max 

Early in September all of the Year 5 pupils went to Llandudno 

swimming pool, via bus, to try and complete the new swimming 

test. If not completed within the six weeks required the pupils 

will need to keep going until they pass the standard expected. 

The swimming takes place every Tuesday morning. We were all 

split into three groups depending on our ability to swim. One of 

our swimming coaches was our very own Mr. Anthoine. We also 

had swimming coaches based at the Llandudno Swimming Pool 

called Mia and Paul. This swimming test is different from    

previous tests because it taught us what to do and how to act 

if we ever fall into water with our clothes on.        Jake & Tom 
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Dosbarth Mr Jones 

At the beginning of the term each class elected two pupils  to the  school  council. In 

our first meeting we discussed  what the council would be in charge of doing and 

what our responsibilities  would be. We will be working with Mr Jones throughout 

the year to represent our classmates opinions and ideas for the school. Amongst the 

things  we discussed was fundraising ideas and the need to improve our netball and 

football pitch. During our second meeting we then elected a secretary, a treasurer  

and a chair person for our council. 

Megan & Owen 

On October the 21st, a group of 10  year 5 & 6 boys went to Llandudno FC football  

club for the Urdd Tournament. There  were 18 teams  competing in the competition 

and they were split into 3 groups  of 6. The winner of each group went through to 

the final, where all 3 teams played each other to decide who won. Luckily we won our 

group by winning 3 of the 5 games and made it to the final. In the final we played  

against Ysgol Maelgwn and Ysgol Sant Elfod. However, all 3 teams played  each other 

twice and every game ended 0-0 . In order to decide which  team will go through to 

represent Conwy Council in the national tournament in Aberystwyth, we will now have 

to replay the final in the new year.  All of us had such a fun  day but we were very 

tired after a full day of  playing football! Harry & Thomas 

This  term  Year 5 & 6 have been getting used  to using a fun maths game called 

IZAK 9. In IZAK 9 you have a set of 9 blocks with  different numbers, shapes and 

fractions on them. While some of the Year 5’s were swimming on a Tuesday morning 

the rest of us got to try out the activities with  Mr Griffiths.  It  was     really fun 

as we had to work within our groups to try solve the problems before the other 

groups. We can’t wait to try the other activities again next term!  

On Monday, the 9th of October the school swimming team went to com-

pete in the Urdd  Swimming Gala. We were up  against several other 

schools and overall we came in 2nd place! There were also a number of oth-

er great successes for individual  swimmers.  Our Year 4 mixed relay team 

came in first place and they will now go on to the national final.  It was a 

great day  and  we are looking forward to the next  gala now! Ceri & Emma 



Dosbarth Miss Lockley 

Year 6 pupils from Ysgol Deganwy who are transitioning to Ysgol Aberconwy next 

September were recently given the   opportunity to take part in the high school's 

annual stage production. This year the show in question was ‘High School Musical’ by 

Peter Barsocchini. On a number of occasions before the show, Mr Umpleby, one of 

Ysgol Aberconwy’s music teachers visited the school in order to teach us the songs 

we would be required to perform as part of the chorus for the show. We were then 

invited up to Ysgol Aberconwy for the day to take part in a dress rehearsal before 

the opening night. All members of the chorus were given a t-shirt with the musical’s 

logo printed on it. Following the last performance our t-shirts were signed by the 

cast. We had a fantastic and memorable time and are looking forward to            

participating in next years production when we will be pupils at Ysgol Aberconwy.           

Jade & Elise 

Throughout the term, we have been 

busy raising money for and donating to 

a number of different charities which 

have included the Conwy Food Bank, 

Children in Need and Operation  

Christmas Child. One of our most  

memorable fundraising events was our 

‘Wear it Pink Day’ in aid of Breast  

Cancer Research. We all wore         

different shades of this dazzling    

colour and even Mr Griffiths was 

dressed in pink from head to toe! We 

had a fun filled day and raised a lot of 

money. Thank you all for your         

generosity and support!   Freya & Ema 

We, as a class, were recently visited by the 

literacy co-ordinator of Ysgol John Bright 

who came to our school to give a lesson   

introducing us to the importance of        

excellent talk and group discussion. The 

lesson was entitled ’The Good, the Bad and 

the Ugly’ and we were asked to identify 

what we believe to be the criteria for 

‘Good Talk’ and what habits can lead to ‘Bad 

and Ugly Talk’. Here are some of the things 

that our group picked up on after watching 

a DVD clip of a mock staff meeting at    

Ysgol John Bright. We hope to share our 

thoughts and ideas with each class in the 

new year so that ‘Good Talk’ is evident in 

every classroom here at Ysgol Deganwy. 

Good Talk Bad Talk Ugly Talk 

Eye Contact 

Listening 

Nodding of head 

Questioning 

Positive attitude 

Setting the pace 

No eye contact 

Fidgeting 

Playing with biro 

Sighing 

 

Ignoring 

Interrupting 

Not Listening 

Negative  attitude 

Eleanor & Martha 
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FRIENDS OF YSGOL DEGANWY 

School Notices 

 

It has been an exciting and busy term at school.  Our Christmas Fair was a huge success raising £3,100 

to invest back into school to benefit our children. On behalf of the PTA and school we would like to 

say a huge thank you to all our families and staff for your continued support, without your generosity 

this would not be possible.  Every fundraising event greatly benefits our school.  

So far this term we have raised: 

Book Fair - £300 worth of books. 

Cauliflower cards - £230 

Money raised has paid for: 

Texting service - £1,055 

Buses to the Pantomime - £560 

The PTA and school would like to take this opportunity to thank Nyree Bartlett and Leah Price for all 

their amazing work raising funds for the school for many years.  They have both stepped down from 

their chairing roles this term, and will continue to be part of the PTA.  We are very grateful to them 

both. We have welcomed new members in September and formed a new committee: 

Co-chairpersons - Sam Owen and Joanne Pero 

Treasurer - Sarah Moss 

Secretary - Julie Ellis 

New members are always welcome!  Any help, however small, is greatly appreciated. We will be  

holding a PTA meeting in January at school.  Please come along. 

Once again, a massive thank you to you all for a great term. 
 

We wish you all a wonderful Christmas  

and look forward to seeing you in 2016! 

Keep up to date on school news via the school’s website - www.ysgoldeganwy.co.uk 

Please could school dinner 

money be paid in advance on 

Mondays. 

School will re-open for all  

children on Tuesday the 5th of 

January 2015. 

Please give due consideration to others when 

picking up and dropping off your children  

outside school.  

The F1 team is looking 

for sponsors! If you are 

willing to donate or 

wish to have your  

company represented 

on our stand please 

contact the school.   



Sponsored by Harbour View Fish and Chip Shop 

01492 581156 Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas! 


